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Community Futures Development Corporation of the Sunshine Coast 

Concept Assessment 

Date: ___________________________

	Name:

	Mail Address:

	Street Address:

	Phone:                                                                        Fax:

	E-mail:


A)
Tell Us About Your Business Plans:

1. Please provide a brief description of your business idea:  What exactly will you be doing? Why is this a good business idea?
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


2. Please detail any prior experience you have that relates to the business you want to start up. 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


3.  Have you ever been self-employed before?
      If yes, for how long?  Location?  Type of Business?  What happened to the business?

	

	

	

	


4.   Have you discussed the pro’s and con’s of self-employment and your business idea with your                                                 family? ________ Are they supportive? ______________


5. List what you feel will be your three biggest challenges or obstacles to you becoming successfully self-employed.

	i.

	

	ii.

	

	iii.

	



6.  Please list specific business skills and or topics you would like to learn more about.
	

	

	


7.
How many hours do you anticipate you will need to work in your business each week?  What limitations do you have that need to be addressed so you can work at your business?
	

	

	

	


8. Who are your competitors?
	

	

	

	


9. What types of people and/or businesses will be your customers, what is their common age, location, education, occupation, interests, etc.?
	

	

	

	


10. Why will they buy from you?  (How will you get them away from the competition?)
	

	

	

	


11.  How will you promote or sell your product or service?
	

	

	

	


12.    Where will you operate your business?  

	

	

	


13. What permits, licenses or other authorizations will you have to acquire to open your business?

	

	

	


14.  To date, have you made any sales of your product(s) or service(s)?

· No


· Yes (details)  

	

	

	


15.  Have you asked any of your family, friends or acquaintances what they think of your product(s) or service(s)?

· No


· Yes (What was the response?)  

	

	

	

	


16. Provide estimates of the Capital and start-up assets (equipment, vehicle, office furniture, and inventory) you will need to start your business. Use another page if required.
	

	

	

	

	


17.  What will be your monthly operating costs?  These are the costs to keep your doors open. For example, rent, utilities, insurance, telephone.
	

	

	

	

	


18. What costs will vary depending on how much you sell? Examples of variable costs are the materials used in your business.

	

	

	

	

	


19.  What price will you charge for your product or service (estimate)? How did you arrive at this price? How does it compare to prices in similar businesses in your area?

	

	

	


20.  How many items or services will you have to sell each month to cover your monthly operating expenses? This is your breakeven point. 
	

	

	



21. How soon can you expect sales?  

	

	

	


22. How much revenue do you expect per month? 
	

	

	


23.  Based on your calculations above, approximately how much funding do you require to begin your venture?  

 $___________________

24. If you may require a loan to finance your business at any point in its first year of operation you may contact CFDC Sunshine Coast at 604-885-1959 and arrange to obtain a copy of your credit history ($15 fee).


· I have savings to finance my business during the first year of operation and do not require a loan
B)
Career History, Experience, Training and General Information:
1)
Résumé to be attached:  Please ensure the following information is included:


 a. What has been your main career, occupation, or source of income?   List your last three places of work.

 
b. Describe your education completed including any certificates achieved.

2)
If not included in your résumé, please indicate your skills or work experience that is related to your business, and to managing a business in general.  (List your strengths! Why will YOU be successful in this venture?).

	

	

	

	

	

	


 
b. Rate your written and verbal communication skills:

Written
Verbal

	· Could be better
	· Could be better

	· Average
	· Average

	· Above average
	· Above average


c. Computer Skills & Training:  Please indicate skill level.

· I am a complete beginner (i.e. show me how to turn the thing on..!)    Or….

· I have some basic experience with word processing, spreadsheets, internet (circle those that apply)
· I have strong skills in word processing, spreadsheets, internet (circle those that apply)
 
d. Comments:  anything else
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